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Iraqi Student Project 

“God has made of one blood 

all peoples of the earth,”   

Acts 17:26 
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Huda graduates from Berea 
ISP’s newest alumna, Huda Al-Sammarraie, graduated from Berea College on De-

cember 13, 2015, with a double major in Economics and Spanish. Huda’s studies 

took her to Spain for concentrated study in Spanish. A host of friends, sponsors, 

and supporters were present to see Huda receive her degree.  

A special place with a global vision . . .  
Berea College — founded by ardent abolitionists and radical reformers in 1855 — 

continues today rooted in its historic purpose. Adherence to the College’s scriptural 

foundation, “God has made of one blood all peoples of the earth,” shapes the Col-

lege’s culture and programs. Students and staff work toward personal goals and a 

vision of a world shaped by Christian values:: 

 the power of love over hate, 

 human dignity and equality, and 

 peace with justice. 

ISP now has three graduates from Berea: Rita Yalda (2013), Ali Abdulsamea 

(2014), and Huda Al-Sammarraie (2015). Our gratitude and admiration for Berea 

College knows no bounds. 
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Establishing lasting peace is the work of education. –Maria Montessori 
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We’re planning a reunion! 
The Iraqi Student Project focuses on bringing peace to Iraq through education. 

ISP was started in 2007 by an American couple, Theresa Kubasak and Gabe 

Huck. They moved to Syria, where two million Iraqi refugees had immigrated, to 

help Iraqi students pursue college education in the US.  

Their effort created a great community of educated peace-making individuals in 

the Middle East and the US. After eight years of hard work, 64 Iraqi students were 

given the opportunity to pursue undergraduate education in the US. Some are 

now pursuing their Master's degrees in different fields. Others are working in their 

area of specialty to create peace and stability in Iraq. ISP is putting together a 

reunion in May 2016 in Chicago.  

Coming together to “Pay it Forward” 
The reunion goal is to reconnect the ISP students, support groups, and staff to 

build a strong network of bright young Iraqi professionals. Our goal is to focus all 

that energy to act as one entity in improving the situation in Iraq. Please donate to 

help us make our reunion and our goal a reality. Thank you! 

May 27-30, 2016 (Memorial Day Weekend) 

 

 

 

Click HERE to reserve a room 

CHICAGO HILTON / NORTHBROOK HOTEL 

2855 N. MILWAUKEE AVE,  

NORTHBROOK, ILLINOIS, 60062  

TEL: +1-847-480-7500       FAX: +1-847-480-0827  

Help us reunite to 

pay it forward 

Please donate to help us make our 

reunion and our goal a reality. Thank 

you! Click on the box below to do-

nate through CROWDRISE using 

your credit card.: 

You may click HERE to donate with 

PayPal or credit card. Checks may 

be sent to: 

Iraqi Student Project 

5459 Rosa Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63109 

Shahad Al-Doori 

Graduate of                  
Bluffton University. 

Reunion  

Committee Chair 

Mustafa Basree 

The Ohio State 

University College 

of Medicine 

Hospitality Chair 

Mustafa Mahmood 

Graduate of        

Gonzaga University 

Publicity Chair 

Basma Wadeea 

Graduate of        

Mount Mary College 

Program Chair 

ISP Reunion Committee 

http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/C/CHINBHF-ISP-20160527/index.jhtml
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=uvvTeuaUfmZGHRlvB8bNDoIfiN-klle8seLSWhW27Xk0bC_JoKRlir1z-Su&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d64ad11bbf4d2a5a1a0d303a50933f9b2
https://www.crowdrise.com/ispreunionchicago201
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Just World Books ex-

ists to expand the dis-

course in the United 

States and worldwide on 

issues of vital interna-

tional concern. We are 

committed to building a 

more just, equitable, and 

peaceable world. We 

uphold the equality of all 

human persons. We aim 

for our books to contrib-

ute to increasing under-

standing across national, 

religious, ethnic, and ra-

cial lines... to share more 

broadly the reflections, 

analyses, and policy pre-

scriptions of pathbreak-

ing activists for peace... 

and to help to prevent 

war. - See more HERE.  

Although the official release 

date is in June 2016, ISP 

hopes to have advance 

copies available at our Re-

union in Chicago in May. 

Evanston Picnic Gathering in 2012 

New Book by ISP Founders 
by Just World Books 

In 2005, teacher Theresa Kubasak and 

retired publisher Gabe Huck moved to 

Syria to aid some of the many Iraqis who 

found refuge there from the violence of 

US-occupied Iraq. They set up and ran a 

project to prepare young Iraqi refugees 

for admission to U.S. colleges. Sixty of 

their “graduates” won admission to col-

leges all around the United States. This is their memoir of living in four 

Damascus neighborhoods from 2005 to 2012, describing the many rich 

relationships they built with Syrian, Iraqi, and Palestinian neighbors. The 

book’s title is borrowed from a line by Syria’s leading poet, Nizar Qabbani. 

 

Never Can I Write of Damascus paints a uniquely intimate picture of dai-

ly life in the heritage-rich country of Syria in the period before and just af-

ter the 2011 eruption of unrest there. It gives readers sobering information 

about the heavy human toll, for Iraqis, of the U.S. invasion of Iraq. The 

book contains stunning photos, charming hand-drawn maps, and other 

rich supplemental content.  

http://justworldbooks.com/about-us/#sthash.PTCXj92z.dpuf
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Contact Us 

Iraqi Student Project 

Robert Rosser, Director 

5459 Rosa Avenue 

St Louis, MO 63109-3247 

(314) 448-1824 

Email: 

director@iraqistudentproject.org 

Visit us on the web at  

www.iraqistudentproject.org  

_____________________ 

ISP is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization. Gifts 

are 100% tax-deductible 

Thank you for your      

support! 

‘Tis the season . . .  
All of us at ISP wish you the very happiest of holidays.  

“I am sure I have always thought of Christmas time, 

when it has come round — apart from the veneration 

due to its sacred name and origin, if anything belonging 

to it can be apart from that — as a good time; a kind, 

forgiving, charitable, pleasant time; the only time I know 

of, in the long calendar of the year, when men and 

women seem by one consent to open their shut-up 

hearts freely, and to think of people below them as if 

they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race of 

creatures bound on other journeys.”            

                Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol. 

 

 

Consider an End-of-Year Gift of Stocks 
 Donations of stock bring significant tax benefits to the donor. To 
make the process of gifting stocks easy and cost effective, ISP 
maintains an account with Stifel Nicolaus & Co. Our practice is to 
convert such gifts to cash. If a gift of this type is appropriate for 
you, we invite you or your financial manager to initiate a transfer 
of stock using the following account information:  

Stifel's DTC number is: 0793 

ISP's account number is: 66506526 

ISP's federal tax identification number (EIN) is: 26-1356230  

 

Establishing lasting peace is the work of education.  Maria Montessori 

 

Board of Directors: Kimberly Spallinger President ▪ Laura Brenneman Secretary  
Charles Currie SJ Treasurer ▪ Shakir Mustafa Academic Liaison ▪ Executive Director: Robert Rosser 

ISP was founded in 2007 by Gabe Huck & Theresa Kubasak ▪ ISP is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization ▪ EIN 26-1356230 

https://www.crowdrise.com/payingitforward6/fundraiser/iraqistudentprojecti

