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Mustafa Hmood is a History major with a minor 

in Political Science at Christian Brothers University in 

Memphis, Tennessee. He has distinguished himself 

in the classroom and as a member of the Phi Alpha 

Theta History Honor Society. He is also a recipient of 

the CBU Lasallian Fellowship, pre-

sented each year to five members of 

the senior class based upon their 

scholarship, leadership and service. 

Each student is nominated because of academic excel-

lence, commitment to social justice, the active nature of his/her faith, and 

an inspired approach to change-making. Upon graduation, each Fellow is 

awarded $10,000..   

Mustafa has been a very friendly face for incoming international students, 

assisting with their transition to CBU. He has been willing to share his story 

of struggle as an Iraqi refugee to educate, encourage, and serve others. 

With the recent influx of Kuwaiti students to campus, Mustafa immediately 

saw the importance of establishing the Muslim Student Association, a 

group focused on meeting the needs of all Muslims on campus.  

Riyam Al-Karkokily will graduate from Regis 

University in Denver, Colorado, with a  major in Ac-

counting. She writes: “I found my home away from 

home at Regis University, which has proven a per-

fect match for my personality and interests.  

“Regis University’s focus on community, serving oth-

ers, and pursuing a life of purpose has 

forever impacted my life. In addition, 

the institution’s liberal arts program has  allowed me to take 

classes in subjects I never knew I would love. Regis Universi-

ty also offers a beautiful landscape and a view of the Rocky 

Mountains which always made my day!”  

After being nominated by her professors, Riyam was awarded the 2016 

Outstanding Woman of Accounting and Finance . She has been taking 

master classes at Regis during her undergraduate years and expects to 

finish her Masters Degree by December. 
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Establishing lasting peace is the work of education. –Maria Montessori 

You are invited! 

Calling all ISP Students, Support 

Groups, Host Families, Faculty, 

Board & Staff Members, Donors, 

Friends! 

 

ISP Reunion  

May 27-30, 2016 

 

Celebrating a decade of dedication 

to providing college education in 

the US for Iraqi students.  

 

HILTON CHICAGO/

NORTHBROOK 
 

2855 N Milwaukee Ave  
Northbrook, IL 60062 

1-847-509-7050  

 

http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/C/CHINBHF-ISP-20160527/index.jhtmlC:/Users/Robert%20Rosser/Documents/00%20ISP%20BOOK%20PROJECT
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/C/CHINBHF-ISP-20160527/index.jhtmlC:/Users/Robert%20Rosser/Documents/00%20ISP%20BOOK%20PROJECT
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Rand Zalzala will graduate from Oberlin College with a major in Architecture and a minor in 

Art History. Among her many achievements, Rand is a Bonner Scholar. 

The Bonner Program provides a scholarship to students in exchange for 

weekly commitment to service with a local community organization. In 

addition, Bonner students engage in trainings on leadership development 

and social justice topics. Rand wasted no time putting theory into practice. Her efforts on behalf 

of a fellow Iraqi student resulted in a full scholarship to Oberlin—a classic example of “paying it 

forward.” 

Of her experience at Oberlin, Rand says, “My experience has been great, especially with declaring an independent 

major in architecture and having different work experiences in the field.” She plans to seek employment for a year and 

continue the challenging process of applying to graduate programs.  

Ahmed Al-Dulaimi is set to graduate cum laude from Fontbonne University with a major in 

Global Studies and a minor in Business Administration. Studying at Fontbonne was an important 

turning point in his career. Ahmed writes, “I started off by studying biology as a 

major, but in my sophomore year I had the notion of studying something that 

would relate to my own personal story. Being an international student from Iraq, 

I chose global studies because I want to be a bridge between my culture and 

civilization and the culture of the United States—and, indeed, the rest of the 

world.”  

At the end of his junior year Ahmed was presented with a Certificate of Academic Excellence in 

Global Studies in recognition of outstanding achievement in the Department of History, Philosophy, and Religion. After 

graduation Ahmed will join his family in Canada, where they have been resettled.  

Taleen Al-Dilanyan will complete her studies at Smith College cum laude with a major in 

Chemistry and a minor in Italian.  

About her experience at Smith, Taleen writes, “I feel extremely blessed 

to have had the opportunity to earn my degree at Smith College. Not 

only is it a nurturing and stimulating environment, but it also allowed me 

to make wonderful and meaningful connections. During my time at 

Smith, my ISP support group was my second family. These four years 

have truly been exciting and memorable!” 

Taleen plans to work for a couple of years before entering a Ph.D. program in chemistry.  

Awss Dabe will graduate with a degree in Aviation Administration from Lewis University, one 

of the most respected aviation schools in the entire nation. Awss writes: “They always say that 

your school is your second home. At Lewis, one can certainly feel that. The student body is 

very welcoming and friendly, the Lasallian Brothers never failed to show 

their love and support for us, and the excellent faculty has nourished us and 

helped us learn. Lewis truly has been a home for me, and I have been 

blessed with this experience.”   

After graduation, Awss hopes to find employment for a few years and then pursue a masters 

degree and/or other Aviation licenses and certificates.  
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May 27-30, 2016 - ISP Reunion: Coming Together to “Pay it Forward” The reunion goal is to reunite  

the ISP students/alumni and those who have supported them. Who better than a strong network of bright young Iraqi 

professionals could address the challenges faced by war-displaced refugees around the globe?  

Helena Cobban: Keynote Speaker. Helena is a writer and researcher on international 

relations, with special interests in the Middle East, the international system, and transitional 

justice. In March 2010, she founded a new book-publishing company, Just World Publishing, 

LLC. By September 2012 its principal imprint, Just World Books, had published twelve titles 

on current foreign-policy issues. 

Born in Abingdon, England, she was educated at Queen Anne's School, Caversham and St 

Hugh's College, Oxford, where she received her BA (Hons) in Philosophy and Economics in 

1973. She was awarded an MA from Oxford in 1981. She sits on the Middle East Advisory 

Committee of Human Rights Watch and is one of two Quakers who are members of the Lon-

don-based International Institute for Strategic Studies. She speaks French and Arabic, and 

currently divides her time between Washington DC and Charlottesville, Virginia. 

Her book, Re-engage! American and the World After Bush, was published in 2008. Rep. Lee H. Hamilton, Co-chair of 

the Iraq Study Group, described it as, "An impassioned, thought-provoking, and accessible brief from a highly esteemed 

journalist on how all of us, as individuals, can act to help better our country and world."  

 

 

 

Taif Jany (Panel Moderator:): Program Manager, Education for Peace in Iraq Center 

(EPIC). Taif Jany joined the Iraqi Student Project (ISP) in Syria and was accepted at 

Union College in Upstate New York, arriving in the U.S. in the summer of 2008.  In 2012, 

Taif graduated from Union with a B.A. in Sociology and French and moved to Washington 

D.C. Taif interned at the Arab American Institute (AAI), Congressional Quarterly (CQ ROLL 

CALL), and the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC)-UN office in New York. 

 

Erik Gustafson: Director, Education for Peace in Iraq Center (EPIC). In 1998, Erik 

Gustafson established EPIC in Washington DC to improve humanitarian conditions and 

promote human rights in Iraq. Under his leadership, EPIC has hosted dozens of policy fo-

rums and led humanitarian advocacy on Iraq in Washington DC. In 2008, Erik organized 

Iraq Action Days, which helped war-affected Iraqis and other vulnerable persons worldwide. 

 

Sarah A.K. Ahmed: Director of Operations at Foundation for Relief and Reconciliation 

in the Middle East  (FRRME). Among the former ISP students who returned to Iraq is 

Sarah Ahmed, a human rights activist. FRRME is a U.K.-based nonprofit charity group pro-

moting conflict resolution and reconciliation. “I operate in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Tur-

key,” Ahmed says. “This is what I have been trying to do all my life, helping the persecuted 

and refugees.” 

 

Daryl Byler: Executive Director - Center for Justice & Peacebuilding, Eastern Men-

nonite University, Harrisburg, VA.  Daryl graduated from the University of Virginia 

School of Law in 1988 and has 25 years of diverse peacebuilding experience. From 2007 

until 2013, he lived in Amman, Jordan, serving as a regional representative for Mennonite 

Central Committee. In this capacity he worked with local NGO partners in Iran, Iraq, Jordan 

and Israel-Palestine on a variety of humanitarian assistance, development and peacebuild-

ing projects. 

Doing Peace and Justice: A Panel Presentation 

http://www.epic-usa.org/
http://www.epic-usa.org/
http://frrme.org/
http://frrme.org/
http://www.emu.edu/personnel/people/show/jb459
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Contact Us 

Iraqi Student Project 

Robert Rosser, Director 

5459 Rosa Avenue 

St Louis, MO 63109-3247 

(314) 448-1824 

Email: 

director@iraqistudentproject.org 

_____________________ 

ISP is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization. Gifts 

are 100% tax-deductible 

Thank you for your      

support! 

Consider a Gift of Stocks 
Donations of stock bring significant tax 
benefits to the donor. To make the pro-
cess of gifting stocks easy and cost effec-
tive, ISP maintains an account with Stifel 
Nicolaus & Co. Our practice is to convert 
such gifts to cash. If a gift of this kind is 
appropriate for you, we invite you or 

your financial manager to initiate a transfer of stock using the follow-
ing account information:  

Stifel's DTC number is: 0793 

ISP's account number is: 66506526 

ISP's federal tax identification number (EIN) is: 26-1356230  

 

 Help us reunite to pay it forward . . .  

 Please donate to help us make our reunion and our goal a reality. Click the CROWDRISE 

box below to donate through CROWDRISE using your credit card.:Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

You may click HERE to donate with PayPal or credit card. Checks may be sent to: 

Iraqi Student Project 

5459 Rosa Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63109 

“Establishing lasting peace is the work of education.“ Maria Montessori 

Board of Directors: Kimberly Spallinger President ▪ Laura Brenneman Secretary  
Charles Currie SJ Treasurer ▪ Shakir Mustafa Academic Liaison ▪ Executive Director: Robert Rosser 

ISP was founded in 2007 by Gabe Huck & Theresa Kubasak ▪ ISP is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization ▪ EIN 26-1356230 

https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=Vw74oweaz4ie-3tdetejy1xVxyDyKiHpkXZ6S-9c8yX_o6FhvoCvteUzDUa&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d6625bf1e8bd269586d425cc639e26c6a
https://www.crowdrise.com/ispreunionchicago201

